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O ( 57 ) Abstract: The present invention is based on the observation that hAG-2 or gob-4 (homologue of the xenopus laevis cement 
O gland gene XAG-2, also called herein AGR2) is required for normal goblet cell function in particular mucus production. In particular, 

one mutant with impaired mucus production was isolated. It carries an amino acid exchange valine to glutamic acid at position 137. 
Q A transgenic mouse carrying this mutation shows diarrhea and thriving deficit Based on this observation the present invention relates 

inter alia to products and methods for the prevention, amelioration or treatment of medical conditions associated with an alteration 

in normal goblet cell function. 
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— because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions In this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, mis International Search Report covers all 
1 — 1 searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
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4. [_J No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
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Although claims 96-103 are directed to a diagnostic method practised on 
the human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the 
alleged effects of the compound/composition. 

Although claims 172-182, 184-186, 190 are directed to a method of 
treatment of the human/animal body, the search has been carried out and 
based on the alleged effects of the compound/composition. 

Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 36, 41, 45, 49, 69, 71, 73, 104, 105 (partly); 184, 187, 
190 (partly), 191, 206, 207 



Claims 36, 41, 45, 49, 69, 71, 73, 104, 105 (partly) relate to a 
structurally non-defined gene encoding a protein or a structurally 
non-defined corresponding protein which is defined by a parameter or 
property, namely the ability to affect expression of function of the Agr2 
protein. Such gene or protein in not revealed 1n the present application 
however. The use of this parameters in the present context 1s considered 
to lead to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. .It is 
impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ 
with what 1s set out 1n the prior art. The lack of clarity 1s such as to 
render a meaningful complete search impossible. Consequently, no search 
has been carried out for those parts of claims 36, 41, 45, 49, 69, 71, 
73, 104, 105, that relate to the above mentioned products. 

Present claims 184, 187, 190 (partly), 191, 206, 207 relate to products 
defined by a parameter or property, namely the ability to modulate 
activity of the claimed molecules or to act either agonistically or 
antagonistically towards the claimed molecules or to have been identified 
by a method employing the claimed molecules. The use of these parameters 
in the present context is considered to lead to a lack of clarity within 
the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is impossible to compare the parameters 
the applicant has chosen to employ with what is set out in the prior art. 
The lack of clarity is such as to render a meaningful complete search 
impossible. Consequently, no search has been carried out for claims 184, 
187, 191, 206, 207 and for those parts of claim 190, that relate to the 
above mentioned products. 

Moreover, the claims cover all products having this characteristic or 
property, whereas the application provides no support within the meaning 
of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT. 
In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the application so 
lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search is impossible. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no International 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EP0 policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
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the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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